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Poetical Ideas

for the poets who shall come...

Morad Farhadpour



...Pascal...

Long columns of tea cups

Hot, cold, and lukewarm,

Knights of diversions and the bearable
Each with its peculiar norm.

The profound decay of ailing hours
Following each other with perfect rhyme,
Adding glory, charm, and splendor

To our blessed eternal tea time.



...How much...

How much of life could be revenged in verse
How much past in my backward glance

And this broken language

Giving a poor shape

To the vaporous substance of melting daydreams
Accompanied, always, with so many adagios?

We were born in exile

On the day after the resurrection

No one “borrowed” us any words
And we never managed to steal one.

(1985)



The tragic sense...

The tragic sense of life

Played as pain

Always on the verge of the formless

Yet constrained by the human effect.

Save for you who walk in the melancholic
shadows

As some sunlike memory of those yet unborn,
When the afternoon writes

An imperceptible smile on your images.

And your mind that is everything...
Central Thought never at the center...



...Metro-police...

On the cross-roads of magic and small
Wisdom

When the sunlight leaves the bare walls
Painted by the misery of time,

Ruined are the winds and the skies
Where poor men make easy money:
“seeking the better,

We forget the good.”



...Stand...

Forever blind and invisible

We stand under

We stand under

And you, you pour down images
Lean outward

As if to understand.

Nothing is

What it appears

Except the tears, and enough intelligence
To tell a broken mind

From a broken mind.



... Truths that sometimes can only be expressed in semi-
poetical terms...

Betrayed by all, by her mother who commanded
by death.

Abandoned her to old relics, old paintings,

old tales,

And that melancholic dream of

eternal mother and lasting wealth.

By fate that played with her as it always does with each and all.
By her father who left her nothing but a name

and a propensity to imbalance,

And so led to cold contempt she who was

beautifully emotional.

By her brother and friend, by her shadow and
by me,

By nature too, that unknowingly, turned her
into a he.

But most of all by herself when to still her
aching heart,

She raised her hand in anger against her own
best part.

Too much betrayal makes a stone of any heart,
A heavy burden to others, to itself an

evil bane.

Bent and broken and betrayed it shall surely be
Just one more time and then again.

But though it be losing its magic of former
Days and | in my timidity remain

As ever a rigid witness, yet | can not say:

Its brief story of some joy and much pain

Was all in vain, was all in vain.



...What difference does it make?...

What difference does it make if we
Deporting leave behind

Some badly taken photos, or,
Something of a physical kind?

For us the dreamers who can not
Ever attempt to fly

No wild imagination nor much
Looking at the sky.

It makes for hard despair, and

A badly wounded pride

Or cold indifference to the fact

Of rising homicide.

“Attend to the road you tread on foot
And be truly humble.

Keep to your right, avoid

The unnecessary stumble.”

So say all the sages wise

Behind the holy shrine

What one can read almost

On every traffic sign.

Although it is on this earth

That we all somehow stand
Wondering why or for what

Half forgotten errand,

Yet through all these dusty paths
By day or by the night

We go on marching solemnly
With visions glowing bright.
Beneath the sun, beneath the moon
Beneath the countless stars

We sing a song, both weak and strong
“this world is only ours.”

Nor beast, nor angel, here
Between the sky and earth

We live in human need and want
We live in human wealth.



...Elegy for a corpse...

On the third day of death
Were you there

By the lonely crowd?

As pebbles on a planet
Sweating pain

Together rejoicing, reversing
Resurrection onto burial.
Were you there, by the lonely crowd
On the third day of death
Still called a Tuesday?

A day of crowd

Still slaves of words

In the perplexity of time.

As we buried our days

Were you there

In the wilderness of the crowd?
The lonely crowd

Children of Cain

On Tuesdays they cry

For freedom and time.

Still suffering your love

And the words

And the blood

That chains

And the chains of words

On their bleeding hands.

On the third day of death
Still called a Tuesday

Were you there

By the lonely crowd

Still loving their broken chains
And the words

And the blood

That stains the pebbles?
Children of Cain

On Tuesdays they cry

In the perplexity of time.



...Performance of nihilio...

The sage who was called ‘Messiah the
baker!

Never less than the pendulum fixed at the
center

The cosmic center that is

By the virtue of chance and the pale sun
Also at the center of the public park.

Without the perfect symmetry of a Platonic
idea

The whole world oscillates round him

As the half-ended poem round the pure mind
While it tries to replace the image

By the ‘reality’ of the sage and the sun.

Then when the sage fell back

Into Nothingness or Being,

With no shadow in the pale sun

No tree or truth amidst the public park
It was neither happiness nor desire
Only pain and not-pain

On the same plane of chance

Flying round the falling sage.

Trees have no shade

In the calm of the center

“Sunlight on a broken column,” he lies

On the benches of pure wooden immanence:
Intuitions, slumbers, contemplation of the
perfect form

Sitting-there, external, anonymous,

Falling:

The sage turned into the pale sun.

! This is a literal translation of “Mehdi nonva,” which is or was the name of a real person, a tramp and a junky who
lived in one of the poorest areas of Tehran, a totally down and out small dealer. To give or invent such names or
appellations is an old and widespread custom among the “criminals” and outcasts of lower classes in Iran, as in
many other countries all over the world. They always call each other by strange and ingenious names, pertaining to
a profession, habit, act, or some facial or physical trait. One could interpret them, in the Benjaminian sense of the
word, as “verbal physiognomies.”
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